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This conuty is one of the garden
tpota of thn world) aud lits ou the
western slope if the great couti-wh- U

divide, being part of the Pa-

cific water-Hhod- . Aside from itM great
resources as tin agricultural and stock
OOUCtry its scenery is very beautiful.
On all Bides great rocky musses,
broken itto picturesque formations,
are to be seen across wide, fertile
valleys. The conuty is watered by
three" Jvge rivers, aud from their
junction below Farmington the view
is grand and impressive.

FAHM LAND OS THE SAN JUAN.

In i Liia valley, from a point about
ten miles above Largo, there is u

Harrow strip of bottom laud ou each
Mile of the river. At tha town of
Largo t he. river bottom widens out
into rolling mesas and bottom lands
WL.ch are available for cultivation.
The most important of those tracts
tie k.iown us the Bloomfield and Sol-utuo- n

mesas, which, with the bottom
Lauds under them, will aggregate
somewhat over 2U.U00 acres. They
are on the north side of the river.
From thence to the junction of the
Animas, the mesa lands are broken
nto';etached plateaus rather difficult
to irrigute. The Animas and La
Plata empty into (he San Ju-- u near
Farmington. On the two points of
land formed by the rivers are about
13,000 or lo,UUU acres of tine laud all
under diteb. Beginning then at the
mouth of the La Plata, ami for twenty
miles down the .San J nun, to where
it breaks tnrougu tue noguacK, y..

hno of low hills) there is a continu
Oils serl''M oi menus wuu wkmil a iuih- -

wide of bottom land A little over
15,0(i0 here Hve DOW under ditch. To
the north of this are u series of high
meadows, or vegas, estimated to con-

tain 44.000 acres. Besides this, aud
to he properly considered in the San
Juan basin, are the lands on either
side of the Canon Largo, Canon
Blanco and Canon Gallego, These
will include the land along the river
ami down to the sixth correc'ion
line, cert h: outh of this line there
are tweut) Tour townships of land,
the water facilities of which are only
about the average of ihe arid region.
TI.ey are covered by the headwaters
of the Rio Chaco or ChtlflOO and the
Amarillo. At present this land is

devoted to cattle and sheep raising,
but ttio prospects of using . consid
erable area of this land for agriculture
are very l'avorable. At present there
is no demand for it and most of it i

public land.
It may be said, therefore, that in

the immediate San Juan valley there
are about 60.000 acres of land, about.
G').(KH) acios of which are n w Under
ditch, A lattre area outside of this.
on tin high mesas, is Buaceptible of
irrigation, and will ultimately be
added to the irrigablo area by means
of high line ditches.

THE ANI1U8 VALLEY.

The Animas river enters the county
just est of the KWth meridian. It
is formed by the junction of two im-

portant torrential itreams, and will
irritate, if properly handled. 40,000
acres of fruit land. Of this i.mant
10.0(H) or 12,000 acres are already
under ditch, ami it would not be wise
to advise large settlement ou any
now lands, unless some scheme were
devired by wbicll the whole amount
of the water could lie handled by
some comprehensive authority. This
river flews thirty miles within San
Juan county, lie farming lands
begin at Cox's crossing and take in a
strip varying from a quarter of a
nile to three miles iu width and
about twenty live miles in length.
The Animas has a minimum flow of
20DO OUblC feet per secoud. One of
the pecnliaiitier of this and tue San
Juan river is that tb; bottoms Bre
composed of beds of small, round,
water-wo- rn boulders of unknown
depth. More water flows in this
boulder bed than on the surface.
A ,i..r it, llin firnH rullnir llvnnii
there at e about 18.000 acres of good
land, the most important area of
which ia from Aztec to below Flora
Vista.

FARMINGTON GLADE.

Besides the valley of the Animas
there is an important area of land
included in the Farmington Giade.
an Intro vale between the Amman and
La Plata rivers. It is a strip of
country two or tbrsa miles wide by
eighteen miles long. It will aggre-
gate 25,000 acres of good irrigable
land well adapted to fruit raising.
In the glade, and beginning at about
the latitude of Aztec, is a fine body
of public land, subject to desert
land entry, that would make homes
for a Btuall colony. The ditch would
be comparatively inexpensive as a
natural opening in the hillside affords
NHKpntrautv to the glado. If water

were brought to this place there is
no better piece of land for raising
deciduous fruits. It is protected,
fertile mi beautiful.

THE LA PLATA VAL1.BT.

The La Plata river Hows iu a deep,
stody bed, ami its waters generally
dishppear in the last week in August
Or tba first week of September. Oo
the upper part of this river after it
enters tfau Juan county there are
about 8000 acres cultivated; and at
Jackson, near its mid-cours- e, there is
a small Mormon colony who till
about 1000 ucres. The river has an
average fall of forty feet to the mile,
is about thirty feet wide and has a
mean average How of about 250 cubic
feet per second. The ultimate re-

clamation of lauds ii the La Plata
valley will be large.

AC'UAL WATER RESOURCES.

It will be seeu from the foregoing
that there are available from these
three rivers 6250 cubic feet of water
persecoiKl. At the low estimate of
160 acres to each cubic foot, this is
stitlicient to irnirato 1,000,OUO acres
of land. According to a county
pamphlet issued for circulation at
the World's fair, there are 175,000
acres available for irrigation. In
addition to the value of the water for
inigaiiou, it is a constant source of
water power. The San Juan and
Animas are constant streams, not
allected by tiie most enduring drouth.
The wasted power of their waters
WOOld furnish heat, light aud elec-

trical motive force far in excess of
any possible need of this county. At
present the only use mado of all this
wealth of wa'or is to irrigate about
26.000 acres, the larger part of which
is under ditches owned by small asso-

ciations of farmers.

AZTEO;

The mtderu civilization has fol-

lowed the same lines of settlement as
did the ancient. Aztec is the county
seat, situated on the southeast bank
of the Animas. It has a bank, several
uwm f,....n on1 liviirv nrA

tab)(,H. The county jail is a
. .. . , , . ,1r,i:6trlv,,npo

, . ii
t tin surrounding country is wen
cultivated, the farms extending up
and down the river for several miles
At this point the valley is about two
miles wide. Fruit, alfalfa, grain,
potatoes and all the root crops give
abundant harvests. Apples and to-

matoes seem peculiarly adapted to,

the soil. The population of the town
and surrounding country ib between
550 and GOU nersous.

FLORA VISTA.

This little village and vicinity has
a population of about '250 souls. It
is situated at about the widest part
of the Animas valley, seven miles
from Aztec, raises the same crops
and its orchards are spreading;

fields have a particularly good
appearance.

EAltMINOTOK.

Farmington and Junction Cityf are
situated at the mouth of the Animas.
The population is about the same as
at Aztec. Tl e location is very beau-

tiful. At this pome the full scenic.
1. ,,f lUft notion ....,",. iaolF
P,m Mill- - v.Mi ,..a,,;na. & vui o nit jv ii 1 1'f ' ; i ' " 'aiug i '

town a soli.) p)ar.'-:tio- of three or
ft or square miles, including orchards,
alfalfa fields, grain and meadow is
seen, llere is at present the densest
population of the county and the
widest spread of cultivation. The
'hrew valleys here converge into the
main valley of the San Juan There
are several go. d at ores, pit olio stalnes,
good schools aud general facilities.
Near this towu are located several
brick kilns, a saw mill and a roller
proc is floor mill. It is a very pretty,

d place. Its citizens are full
of energy and public spirit.

LABQO.

This town may bo considered the
center of population on the upper
San Juan. Taking in with it the
little settlement on P:ue river aud at
Bloomfield, the population is between
1000 and 1200 persons, the majority
of whom are of Spanish descent.
The high culture of the fields, or-

chards and vineyards speaks well f jr
the progress of the community.

THE LOWER 3AN JUAN.

Olio, Fruitland and Jewett are sit-

uated ou the Sau .Jnan below its
junction with the La Plata. The
population of the three is about GOO

persons. The greater part of the
land is under a line modern canal

8tato of ltlva 103- - At
I ruitland is one small orchard of
seven acres from which the annual
net return has been over $2,500 per
annum for the past five vears. This
is the property of the resident Mor
mon bishop aud is cultivated accord
ing to the theory of his people that a
Small place well cared for is more
valuable than broad acreage poorly
farmed. It is one of u best instances
of intensive culture iu the territory.

LA PLATA.

T'ais place can hardly be called a
town. It is a compact farming com-

munity, however, of about Beventy
well cultivated homesteads at the
head of the La Plata valley. On the
western side the land rises in three
terraces, one o'er the other, every
me or which is highly tnlHvatvd.
The sight wou'd remind oueaore oi

a French landscape than a western
commnuity as yet removed from
railroads, and ten years ago given
over to the Indians as a hunting
ground. Alfalfa aud fruit are the
principal productions. This part of
the county is a very picture in its
picturesque fertility. The Aztecs
also thought well of it, and many of
their monuments in the shape of
rudely pictured aud sculptured rocks
abound.

CROPS

Tin find trees weie planted in this
county ten yean ago and as an ex-

periment seemed very doubtful. The
lirst settlers were principally cattle
men, who kuew little about farming.
They profited by tl'eir first mistakes,
however, and prospered, FO that the
reputation of these valleys is known
all over the southwest. The southern
towns of Colarado, outside the Sau
Luis valley, are almost wholly sup-

plied from the San Jnan orchards,
So remunerative has fruit endure
proved that in 1891 211.000 trees wer"
planted, and iu 9M about 50.000
The planting of 1888 is not yet ac-

curately kuown.but will show a ratio
of progress. Last year at ihe Albu-

querque Territorial fair the fruits of

tuis county took the Bweepstakes
prize. The"peaches in some instances
measured nine inches in circumfer-
ence, apples thirteen to fourteen
inches and weighed sixteen to nine-
teen ouuce8. Single acres of fruit
land return from $400 to $B00j and
in one orchard near Farmington are
three trees, oT whose yield an ac-

curate account has been kept for four
years past, that show an average re-

turn of 53 per tree.
Cereals of all kinds are grovn here,

wheat yielding 20 to 40 bushels per
acre- - oats. 30 to SO bushels; barley, 80

to 60 bushels; rye, 15 to 80 bushels;
corn, 25 to 50 bushels. A read) sale
is found at good price., Current
prices for 1893 were o foil ws:

Wheat, per cwt., $1.40; oats, $1.60;
barley, $1.40; corn, 1.50; bran, per
ton, $18 VegetablcH of every variety
flourish, from the hardier varieties,
such as Irish potatoes, turnips and
beets, to the more tender melons, egg-
plants, tomatoes, etc.

ALFALFA

Is, however, the staple crop in this
county; drouth is not to bo feared
and neither frost nor cold endanger
it. Owing to the advantageous situ-

ation of the county the farmers have
taken to fattening beef cattle. Tor
this purpose the sales of alfalfa are
large, fteqiieutly amounting to from
500 to 1000 tons to a single buyer.
From 1891 to 1892 the increase in
alfalfa production amounted 7000

tons. The averave yield per acre is

from 4 to 10 tons.
MINERAL WEALTH.

This whole county is underlaid
with coal. The beds havo rot been

prospected to any extent. They are

known, however, to contain almost

unlimited quantities of coal. On the
Sau Juan river, opposite Fruitland,
is a truly notable exposure of this val-

uable fuel. It 6tands above the river
34 feet and is over 300 feet long, and
extends back into the bluff on a verj
slight dip, it in supposed for miles, as
there is an immense mesa stretching
in that direction. Immediately across
on the north side of the river other
huge beds appear, and these theu
stretch up the La Plata for nearly
fifty miles. This coal is a hard, free
burning quality. An experienced
Cornwall miner, who is working one
of those veinr, on the La Plata, says
be never saw mines so easily opened
or that so quickly yielded good mer-
chantable coal. All that seems to be
neoessary is to strip the outer layer,
which has been exposed to the
weathei for age i, and the fine, glit-
tering niaterinl is found, free from
slate or "bone" and ready for use.
Some difference of opinion exists as
to the quality of this coal, but the
bureau of immigration can state on
the authority of Ub agent that it is
of a good coking character. Some of
it, in his presence, wsb covered with
sand and tired on the ground and in
a short time was roasted into a tine
silver coke with a ring like metal.
The coal in this county is usually
found in a thick strata between slate
ana sandstone of a very fine grain.

It is said that gold and metallic
iron can be found; and the best
building stone, both sandstone and
granite, abound. The best mining
camps of Colorado and splendid min-

eral belts in New Mexico are contig-
uous. When rnilroads penetrate
this county the neighborhood of Olie
will afford splendid opportunities foi
large smelters.

Sirifft thf fortgniBit wn pibHuho l l,y th a .

mull if Immittrotion in ttnuriatll mu uwiruyw
by tiro, but will bo rebuilt thi- - kuuimer.

tjonotion City in j i. tmrriM Um Animai from
hmniivdon, hut rlvptjudu oo IfurmiRgtun mor
i hnntij f:r miieliN.

Patented land with water can lu-

ll wd at from 15 to SCO per acre. Be-

sides tbis there are thousands of
acres of government laud that can b
had for the cost of filing on it.

Among the maty enterprises which
would flourish in (Lis county' may be
mentioned a wool scouring plant and
woolen mills. Water ami coal are
naut'dant and free. The fclj r-- .

pence will bo in iluTviopmg.

Crps and Prican of 1893.
The following table shows the fruit

yiel 1 of the county aud average mar-

ket price of 1893:

Tltl l PH'C

Whoa , buchols ii.:") I .8f
a ; M

Corn IUB0 .7S
liarb'y '

.7.1
Koti t.wse " (POU .88
huoM " m 15.tl U 1.35

TnmalKCS" i an 1.75
Aijlfc, poamls .03
IVaci.eii, " 29(1,000 (N
I'mui s " 7.ritio; .0!r
I'luUM " 40.U u t
Chttfring " LOW .IS
Or hi on " IOuojo .04
bt ra borriug, nrio.. M

MptMITMi
RlpokbarhM " .. .20
C'JITHHtB " .OH

tluo bffrrlw " .IIS

Besides the produce mentioned in
the foregoing table the county pro-
duced 35.000 pounds of honey at an
average price of T2J cents a pound,
aud 30.000 tons of alfalfa hay which
averaged So uer ton.

Questions Answered.
Irrigation is the best means of fer-

tilizing land.
Every kind of deciduous fruit can

be raised here.
As a fruit raising country the San

Juan has no equal,
Water can be put on arid land at a

cost of from $2 to 15 per acre.
New Mexico took first prize for

wheat at the World's fair, and second
for ttats.

The last census gives thirty acres
as the average size of an irrigated
farm in New Mexico.

As a health resort for persons with
weak lungs San Juan county Las
few peers ami no superiors.

Rough lumber here worth $25
per thousand, brick $8 per thousand,
and lime 40 cnts per bushel

Fwe clay is found in large qnanti-- i

$1800.00
GIVEN AWAY TO INVENTORS.

$150.00 every month given away to any one who ap.
plies through us for the most meritorious patent during
the month preceding.

Wo Hecuro the belt patents for our cUents,
and the object of this offer is to rncourage inventors to
keep track of their brioht ide.is. At the same time we
wish to impress upon the public the fact that

IT 'S THE SIMPLE, TRIVIAL INVENTIONS
THAT YIELD FORTUNES,

such as the which can be easily slid up
and down without breaking the passenger's back,
"sauce-pan,- " " collar-butto- "bottle.
stopper, ' and a thousand other little things that most
any one can find a way of improving ; and these simple
inventions are the ones that brine largest retains to the
author. Try to think rf something to invent.

IT IS NOT SO HARD AS IT SEEMS.
Patents taken out throigh us receive special notice in

the " National Recorder, published at Washington,
p. C, which is the Dcstncw. papcrpubiished in America
in the interests of inventors. We furnish ?. vear's sub-
scription to this journal, free of cost, to all t I clients.
We also advertise, free of cost, the invention eich month
which wins our $150 prize, and hundreds of thousands
of copies of the "National Recorder," containing a
sketch of thewinner, and a description ofhis invention,
will be scattered throughout the United States among
capitalists and manufacturers, thus bringing to then
attention the merits of the invention.

All eommunicauoiis regarded strictly confidential.
Address

JOHN WEDDERBURN & CO.,
Solicitors of American and Foreign Patents,

6i3F Street, N.W.,
Box 385. Washington, D. C.
jjT Rtermtt eiitur of this paper. Write Jar our

e famjAltt, FREE,

i
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ties on the lower Sau Joan, and a Hue
quality of fire brick can be manufiw-inr- ed

at a uomiual cost.
Experts pronounce the San Jnan

coal as a steam producing coal far
above the average, if not the very
best quality in the world.

Any information relative to the
county not given in the columns rf
Tkk Times will be onetrfully fur-
nished upon to the .pun
haher.

Water rights in company dilo! ee
cost from 2 to 16 per acre. With i ;i

additional cost of from 1 to H Sn
nuaiiy per acre to pay for repawn. In
most oases this annual assessment
can be worked out.

Sheep do well iu this county. Scab
and other sheep diseases are unkuo wu
here. Thousands of acres of go v

rument land are contiguous to. the
streams and watering places on which
they can graze nearly every month in
the yeBr. Large bunches of the
wer.hers can bo fattened on alfalfa
hay during the winter, and the ito.in
llucks earned over on it at a entail
cost, thus making sheep raising a
profitable industry. The native sheep
make a most excellent cross to breed
the mutton producing strains of east-
ern aheep to.

A tannery is needed and would b
a good investment, in this County
There are over G0O.OUO acres of cana-ngri- a

growing wild her- -. It yields
as high per acre as ten Ions wild and
from thirty tons upward under culti
vation. This plant contains 33J pr
ceut of tannic acid, the highest aver-ag- o

of any known agent. The tan-
nery Wi.uld bo furnished with a home
supply of tanning matter without
the cost of a cent of freht. Tliia
cana-agri- a is being shipped to Europe
at a cost of between 80 and $100
per ton. several firms there it
for the prepareon of their best
grades of leather

THE SAN JUAN BANK

Aztec, N. M.

Capital StOCi - - $30,000 OO

Does a general banking business In-

terest paid on Mine o'enosittv.

Samuel D. Wbbbtbb,
Frank Pibbob, President.

Vice President.
ROBBBT 0. PREWlTT,

Charles V. sakfobd, Oadie r.

Assistant Jashier.
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Which
Shall It Be?

, Youb orders tor High Grade Sewing Machines, Bicycles, Vehicles, Baby
Carriages, etc., placed with local and retail dealers with three to six middle-
men's profits, or with the old reliable CASH BUYERS' UNION, with only
one small profit above actual factory cost. If you are a money saver there
can be no doubt as to your decision. Write y for one of our illustrated
catalogues and note the unapproachable bargains we are offering 30 differ-
ent style Sewing Machines, ranging in price from $8.00 to $30.00 Bicycles,
all styles and prices, from 310.75 to $75.00. Those of the latter price being
equal to wheels sold by agents and dealers at $125.00. We show 150 designs
in Baby Carriages the latest, the handsomest all new patterns, many
direct importations. We handle everything under the sun in the
VEHICLE AND HARNESS LINE. BUGGIES. CARRIAGES. PHAE-

TONS, ROAD WAGONS. CARTS, HARNESS, SADDLES. ETC.,
at prices out of reach of competition.

IN PIANOS AND ORGANS we show an
endless variety, at only 10 per cent, above
uctunl cost to build. In writing for cata-
logues, state which to send, as we have a spe-
cial catalogue for each line. Address in full

CASH BUYERS' UNION,
B 848. 159.161 W. Van Buren St., CHICAGO, ILL.
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